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Vitim- of the General Counsel 

3Xoiat by Western Maryland -Railway Ooapany' 


If MevwAer 1948 


i* la aorordmce with your conversation with Mr. Houston, 
the undersigned seat to Baltimore on 8 Bevenber 1948 to dis cu ss 
the elaia of the Westers Maryland Railway for fa44.% damages 
resulting fro® as accident in which a trailer truck belonging to 
thie Agency struck a sale* on one of th* Railway** pi era. 

2* Acc ording to the infonsaticn contained in the file end 
STATINTL attained Area | I of eur ergsnisntioR, at the tine of the 

accident, our truck was engaged in a shipload lag operation and 
«• proceeding over the eastern side of the pier toward a ship 
which wa* moored alongside the liters tide. Is asking th e *Tf* 
ters at the ead of the pier, the truck struck a control sprinkler 
raise attache d to a suppor ting teas. Although ho did not witness 
STATINTL f» * c yy tt> » r . I had aeeeapaaled our trucks, and he was 

informed by the '^ief Engineer of the Hallway that it would he 
necessary to replace the entire valve, 

3* The driver has stated that, at the time of the accident, 
he was following direction* from a nan on the pier. Since a bub- 
»«*■ 9t people collected iaae&iately after the accident, it mm 
apparently impossible to determine the Identity of this particular 
sen sad Aether he was an employee of the Hailey. 

** Sr * Aaron of the Chief Engineer** office of the Hallway 
informed m that he had full authority to enforce, withdraw, or 
settle the aXaia, and, together with a Mr. Haanond, also of the 
©fT io«* vtat %o th# scwso &t to 

t^pect the valve and Ite genera! location. The pier is so con- 
structed that it can acoemaodate about three large cargo ships 
heel and toe on either side. Under the covered central portion, 
railway tracks run almost the length of the pier within a sunken 
area, storage for cargo and passage for truck# is provided in 
the space immediately surrounding the ares, containing the trade#. 

Following the usual construction of covered piers, there are large 
supporting vertical beans at intervals inside the encl osure. The 
damaged valve ms located about four feet off the ^youad on one of 
these beams and projected slightly into the vehicle roadway which 
was narrow at thie point, although wide enough for muttons passage. 

, Tulv# was a meter control for a large Internal sprinkling pyeten, 
and the rather high cost of restoring it was partly da# to the fast 
that the connecting pipe* were kept under constant air pressure, STATINTL 
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mm valve I tea %mn replaced la a. position that mill protect It 
trm s oAidi traffic, m& *&er# it would not to Tmdm& hy « car 
following the path t**fce» hy ewr tract:. 

5* I diemmssd the accident at war length with Mr* Aarar* 
m& explained <wr eeaten felon that the valve wan to es opposed 
position, and that a person who was net: am eaptoyse of this crggai- 
ontloa - *53p*raatly on the pier with the Hallway* a permission • had 
glow negligent instruction* to our driver. (Marytond low does not 
•Mjato* the direction of each traffic.} After sow negotiation, hr. 
Aaron agreed to redar* Mt ctoto to the flat mm of 1110*90, to 
dew of the fact that wo c&aaot ascertain the identity of the jserses 
on the pier she was giving instructions, as sell sc the fact that 
war driver tuns negligent la an Indetwwtost* degree, the van of $l6o.99 
is reeeweniod as a satisfactory settlement of this stain, Mr. Aaron 
was inferred that hi# offer would he taken under coaei deration. If 
this disposition of the data Is aeeeptahl* to ye% plea*® indicate 
ynr approval In the lever left head corner of this Rcaasraotae, und 
m will iMm fir. Aaron sad the Chi## of Finance Accordingly. 
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